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PREFACE.

The first volume of the Marriage Registers of Cumberland
is now placed in the hands of the subscribers, and the Editors
hope that it will be possible to continue this series until all
the Registers of the County have been printed down to the
year 1837, when civil registration began.

These volumes are issued under the patronage of the
Cumberland and Westmorland Antiguavian and Awvcheological
Society, who have undertaken to subscribe for thirty copies
of each volume—a subsidy which, it is hoped, will enable
continuous and steady progress to be made with the work.

It has not been thought needful to print the entries
verbatim. They are reduced to a common form, and the
following contractions have been freely used :—

w.=widower or widow. p.=of the parish of,

co,=in the county of, dioc.=in the diocese of.

lic.=marriage licence.

It must be borne in mind that the existing early Registers
are themselves but transcripts, made under the order of
Elizabeth in 1597, from the original paper Registers.

The following general facts in the history of Parish
Registers may be usefully noted :—

Thomas Cromwell, the Vicar General, issued the order for keeping
Parish Registers on 29 Sept., 1538.

Cardinal Pole required the names of sponsors to be added to the
register of Baptisms, 1555.

The Registers were directed to be transcribed anew on parchment,
from the beginning “but especially since the first year of her majesty’s
reign™ (1558), and minute regulations laid down for their preservation,
25 Oct,, 1507

These regulations were embodied in the 7oth Canon in 1603.

The Commonwealth directed “Parish Registers” to be chosen
22 Sept., 1653.

Civil Marriage was instituted 29 Sept., 1654.

(;I‘hese Civil Marriages were legalized by Act of 12 Car, I, c. 33,
in 1660. :

Duties on the registration of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1694,
1698,

Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act took effect 25 March, 1754. Com-
mencement of a new series of Marriage Registers with fuller informa-
tion entered according to a set form.

Duty of 3d. on every entry in a Register imposed by 23 George II,,
c. 71, 1783.

And repealed 34 George III., c. 2, 1704.

Rose's Act, 52 George 111,, c. 146, took effect 1813, Form of Register
again altered and commencement of a fresh series of books,

Civil Registration began 1 July, 1837,

After this date all Registers kept in duplicate,



It should be remembered that previous to 1752 the year
was calculated as beginning on the 25th of March, instead of
the 1st of January, so that a marriage taking place on say
20th February, 1625, would be on that date in 1626 according
to our reckoning ; but as the civil and ecclesiastical year were
both used, this is sometimes expressed by 2oth February, 162§.

In all cases where the marriage is stated to have taken
place by licence, that fact is recorded, as the searcher thereby
knows that further information as to the age, parentage and
vocation of the parties is probably recoverable from the
Allegations in the Archdeaconry or other office from which
the licence was issued.

Thanks are due to Miss Patricia Curwen for undertaking
the laborious task of copying the bulky register of Workington,
and to the Rev. H. ]. Allen for performing the same service
for the registers of his own parish of Moresby.

In the case of Cumberland arrangements have been made
by Mr. Ruston-Harrison by which the abstracts of each
Marriage Register will be collated with the Bishops’ Trans-
cripts, and deficiences in the original Parish Register supplied
from that source, so far as it exists. This will render the
Cumberland series of Marriage Registers one of the most
complete and valuable for purposes of reference.

No index is issued with this volume. To avoid that great
evil, a multiplicity of indexes, it is thought better to issue
general index volumes, combining six or more volumes of
the series in a common index, and the Editors would be
glad to hear from anyone willing to help in the preparation
of an index on this plan. It is of the highest importance
that we should not delay in printing the Registers as rapidly
as possible, as this is the only way in which their contents can
be effectively preserved. Greater care undoubtedly is taken of
these invaluable personal records than was formerly the case,
but loss of Registers still goes on, and it may be mentioned
that in more than one instance Registers have been lost since
they were transcribed, although it is but fourteen years since
this series of printed Parish Registers was begun.

It may be well to remind the reader that these printed
abstracts of the Registers are not legal “evidence,” For
certificates application must be made to the local clergy.

W.P.W.P.
124, Chancery Lane, London, C.W.R.-H.

May, 1910,
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